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FOR THE YOUNG
It is the fashion in some quarters nowadays for the young
to discredit whatever may be said by old people,   I am not
prepared to say that there is absolutely no justification for this
belief.  But I warn the youth of the country against always
discounting whatever old men or women may say for the mere
fact that it is said by such persons.  Even as wisdom often
comes from the mouths of babes, so does it often come from the
mouths of old people. The golden rule is to test everything in
the light of reason and experience, no matter from whom it
comes. I want to revert to the subject of .birth control by con-
traceptives.  It is dinned into one's ears that gratification of
the sex urge is a solemn obligation like the obligation of dis-
charging debts lawfully incurred, and that not to do so would
involve the penalty of intellectual decay. This sex urge has
been isolated from the desire for progeny, and it is said by the
protagonists of the use of contraceptives that conception is an
accident to be prevented except when the parties desire to have
children.  I venture to suggest that this is a most dangerous
doctrine to preach anywhere; much more so in a country like
India where the middle class male population has become im-
becile through abuse of the creative function. If satisfaction of,
the sex urge is a duty, the unnatural vice of which I wrote
some time ago, and several other ways of gratification would
be commendable. The reader should know that even persons of
note have been known to approve of what is commonly known
as sexual perversion.  He may be shocked at the statement.
But if it somehow or other gains the stamp of respectability,
it will be the rage among boys and girls to satisfy their urge
among members of their own sex. For me the use of contra-
ceptives is not far removed from the means to which persons
have hitherto resorted for the gratification of their sexual desire
with the results that very few know. I know what havoc secret
vice has played among school boys and school girls. The intro-
duction of contraceptives under the name of science and the
imprimatur of known leaders of society has intensified the
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